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Happy New Year! 
A fresh start for everyone! 

Happy New Year everyone! Were you able to spend your New Years 
well? Did you do some of the traditional Japanese customs at the 
start of the New Year? In this issue, I would like to talk about some 
differences on how Japan and America celebrates coming of the  
New Year.  You will be surprised how different the two cultures are! 

Karl’s ”non-textbook”  
English corner 

A: What did you think about the English test? 

B: I got 100% It was a piece of cake! 
 

イット・ウォズ・アー・ピース・オブ・ケーク 

意味：とても簡単、難しくない 

Families stay at home 
and eat New Years Soba 

on the last day (31st).  

Families invite 
other families for 
a big home party. 

Ringing the temple bell 
108 times to welcome 

the New Year. 

Fireworks are set 
off to welcome 
the New Year. 

People watch the  
“New Year Ball dropping”  
on their TVs. The ball starts 
dropping down at 11:59pm, 
and continues to fall down 

each second. 

“Year-end Song Festival “ 
and “No Laughing for 24 

hours” TV specials are 
often watched . 

First shrine visit 
Eating Osechi 

New Year’s 
postcards 

Hanetsuki,  
Koma-mawashi, 
Tako-age 

Couple on 12:00 
midnight do a kiss 
for good luck for 

the year. 

New Years money 
for children 

Eating Black Eyed Peas 
for good economic 

fortune for the year. 

①  
Bonne Anne 

⑤  
S novym godom 

③  
Maligayang  

Bagong Taon 

④  
Frohes  

Neues Jahr 

②   
Feliz  

Año Nuevo 
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あけましておめでとうございます！ 
A fresh start for everyone! 

 皆さん、あけましておめでとうございます！年末はゆっくり過ごせ
ましたか？お正月中は日本の風習を楽しみましたか？今回の記事
はアメリカと日本を比べて、二つの国がどのような年越しをするのか
調べてみました！文化の違いに、とても驚くと思います！ 

Karl’s ”non-textbook”  
English corner 

A: What did you think about the English test? 

B: I got 100% It was a piece of cake! 
 

イット・ウォズ・アー・ピース・オブ・ケーク 

意味：とても簡単、難しくない 

家族は家で過ごし、 
31日に年越しそば 
を食べます。 

家族は友達を誘って、
ホームパティー 
をします。 

日本全国のお寺で 

「除夜の鐘」を鳴らします。
108回を鳴らします。 

元日を迎えるために
花火上げます。 

人々はテレビで「New Year 
Ball dropping」を見ます。11
時59分から始まって、1秒に

１つずつボールが落ち続け
ます。12時になって、Happy 

New Year! 

初詣 
おせち料理 

年賀状 はねつき 
こままわし 
たこあげ 

カップルは12時に
キスをします。 
キスの理由は、 

良い年になります
ように。 

お年玉 

黒豆を食べます。 

理由は、１年の金運を
願ってです。 

①  
Bonne Anne 

バーン・アン 

⑤  
S novym godom 
エス・ノビム・ゴードーム 

③  
Maligayang  

Bagong Taon 
マリゲーアング・ 
バゴング・タオン 

④  
Frohes  

Neues Jahr 
フローヘズ・ヌエズ・ジャー 

②   
Feliz Año Nuevo 
フェリズ・アノー・ヌエーボー 

 

Happy New Year 
everyone! Were 
you able to spend 
your New Years 
well? Did you do 
some of the 
traditional 
Japanese customs 
at the start of the 
New Year? In this 
issue, I would like 
to talk about 
some differences 
on how Japan and 
America 
celebrates coming 
of the  
New Year.  You 
will be surprised 
how different the 
two cultures are! 

「紅白歌合戦」や「ガキの
使い」がテレビでよく見ら

れています。 

Families stay 
at home and 

eat New Years 
Soba on the 

last day (31st).  

Ringing the 
temple bell 

108 times to 
welcome the 

New Year. 

“Year-end 
Song Festival “ 

and “No 
Laughing for 
24 hours” TV 
specials are 

often watched 
. 

Families invite 
other families for 
a big home party. 

Fireworks are set 
off to welcome 
the New Year. 

People watch the  
“New Year Ball 

dropping”  
on their TVs. The 

ball starts 
dropping down at 

11:59pm, and 
continues to fall 

down each second. 

Couple on 12:00 
midnight do a kiss 
for good luck for 

the year. 

Eating Black Eyed Peas 
for good economic 

fortune for the year. 


